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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 

EXAMINATION REPORT International application No. PCT/GBOQ/01678 

I. Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the elements of the international applicaiion (Poplacement sheets which have been fumishea to 
the receMng OffiC0 in response to an invitation under ArVcie 14 are referred to in Ms report as "originaOy fUoT 
and siro n<A annexed to this toport since they do not contain amemJments (Ruies 70. 16 and 70. 17)): 
Description, | 



1 >d as originally filed 

Claims. No.: 

1 -20 as originally filed 

Drawings, sheets: 

1/4-4/4 as originally filed 



2. Wnih regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otheivrise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the foUowing language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the Internationa] search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the Intemational application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of intemational preliminary examination (under Rule 

and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the interrmtional application, the 
intemational preliminary examination was carried out on the tiasis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the intemational application in written form. 

U filed together with the Intemational appllcatiOT in computer readable forni. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement ttiat the subsequently fumished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disdosuro In 
the intemational application as filed has been fumished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded In computer readable form Is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been fumished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 



Form PCT/IH£A/4C9 (Hoitaa I VIII, Shftftl 1) (July 1998) 



S2-OCT-E001 17:47 FraDM: 



T . .1113E330101 



P:10 



INTERNATIONAL PREUMINARY 

EXAMINATION REPORT Intematfonal application No. PCT/GBOO/01 678 



□ the drawings, sheets: 

5. □ TTiis report Has been established as If (some of) the amendment had not been made, since they have been 

considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Pulo 70-2{c)): 

(Any replacenient sheet containing suctj amendment must ije refenred to under item 1 and annexed to Uiis 
report.) 

6. Additional observations. If necessary: 

III. Non-estabiishment of opinion with regard to noveity, inventive step and industrial applicability 

1 . The questions whettier the doimed invention appears to be novel, to Involve an Inventhns step (to Ise non- 
obvious), or to be industrially applicable have not been examinod in respoct of: 

□ the entire International application. 
B claims Nos. 16. 

because: 

□ the said international application, or the said claims Mos. relate to the following subject matter which does 
not require an International preliminary examination {specify): 

B the description, claims or drawings {ini£cate particular elements t>eto^ or said claims IMos. 1 6 arc so unclear 
that no meaningful opinion could be formed {spe^^f^i 
see eeparate sheet 

□ the claims, or said claims Nos. ane so inadequately supported by the description that no meaningful opinion 
could be formed. 

□ no internatfonai search report has been established for the said claims Nos. . 

2. A meaningful international preliminary examination cannot be carried out due to the failure of the nucleotide 
and^or amino acid sequence listing to comply with the standard provided for in Annex C of the Admintstrative 
instructions: 

□ the writteii form has not been furnished or docs nol comply with the standard. 

□ the computer readable form has not been fumished or does rK>t comply with the standard. 

V. Reasoned statement under Article 35{2) with regard to novelty, Inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Itovelty (N) Yes; Claims 6, 15 
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Claim$ 1-6,7-14,17-20 
Claims 

Claims 6, 15 

Claims 1-15.17-20 
Claims 

2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 

yiL Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 

Vm. Certain oUservations on the international application 

The foilowfng observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drxiwings or on the question whether the 
claims are fully supported by the description, are made: 
see separate sheet 



inventive step (IS) Yes: 

No: 

Industrial applicability (lA) Yes: 

No: 
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1 , The following document are referred to in this report 



D1 


DE-U-19 08 769 


D2 = 


OE-A-27 24 128 


D3 = 


CH-A-57g 693 


D4^ 


EP-A-0 617182 


D5s 


GB-A-2 279 375 


D8 = 


US-A-4 233 792 


D7 = 


QB-A-2 228 953 


D8 = 


EP-A-0 544 604 



Re Item HI 

Non-establtehment Of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applioaliilify 

2. Claim 16 does not meet the requirements of Article 6 PCT in that the matter for which protection 
sought not defined. 

This claim attempts to define tfie subject-matter only tiy reference to the drawings, although it 
appears possB^le to define the subject-matter In temis of technical features. 

Therefore, claim 16 is so unclear that, following Article 34 (4) (a) (ii) PCT. the quesOons referred to in 
Article 33 (1 ) PCT will not be considered for mis daim. 

Reasoned statement under Rule 56^aKiO with regard to noveity, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and e3q9fanations supporting such statement 

NovcLTv ( AnncuE 33 (2) PCT) 

3. The subject-matter of any of clafrns 1-5. 7-14 and 1 7-20 is not novel: 

3.1 D1 discloses (cf . grid or »ngle T-shaped profile. Rgure 1 ) a tiling guide to aid the placement of ttes 
onto a surface, the guide comprising 

a) surface-engaging means (see bonom surface of T-shaped pfofne(s)) which enable the guide 
to be secured to the surface (see page 6 lines 19-22), 

b) one or more sutsstantially flat elongate portions, each porfon having a tie enoaging stie and 
a surface engaging side {see T-shaped profile(s)) and 

c) tile abutment means to align the edge of a tile (see ridge of T-shaped prof fle(s)), 

0) the guide t>eing so sized so as to t>e completely obscured from view once the completed tiling 
has been conventionally grouted (see page 4 lines 4-6, page S lines 8-1 1 . claim 5). 

Thus, the combination of features of claim 1 is entirely disclosed by the tiling guide descr3>ed in D1 . 

3.2 Although D1 t aches that the T-shapod profiles shall be assembled to form a grid (p, 3 lines 13-24). 
each T-shaped profile is suitable for the purpose stated in claim 1, though it has never been 
descrbed for that purpose. Therefore, each T-shaped profile is also considered as anticipating the 
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subject-matter of this claim. 

3.3 The subject-matter of claim 1 is also anticipated by the tiling guides disclosed in D2 {see Figure 1). 
D3 (see Figure 1). D4 (see tiling guide 1 , Figures). D5 (see r>age 2, Figures 1 and 4) D6 (Me Figures 
3-4), D7 (Figure 4) and D8 (Figures and col. 7-8). 

Though the known tning guides icnown from D2, D3 and D4 have never been descrs>ed for the 
purpose stated in claim 1, each of these guides is suitable for that statod purpose because It could 
be "completely obscured from view onco the completed tiling has been conventbnany grouted* if ft 
was used in combination with tiles which thickness is larger than the height of the ridge. 

3.4 These known guides possess also the additional features of dependent claims 2-5 and 7-14: 

Claim 2 or 3 see D1 . D2. D3, 04, D5 ridge l , D6 rMge 2. D7 Figure 4 and D8 ridge 3 
claim 4 or 5 see D5 cut-outs 2 and D8 

claim 7 CM- 8 see D1 grid, D2 f=igures 11-12, D9 Figure 4, D8 and Da 

claim 9 see D1 sirYgle T-shaped profile. D2 Figur 1. D3 Figures 1-2, D4 FQures, 

DSFiguro 1, D7 
ctaim 10 see D4 see markings 8 

claim 11 or 12 see D1 "verklebt" page 6, D2 "mit Haftkleber beschtehtet* and "bis zur 
Venweridung mit ... Abdeckpapier geschutzt^ pages 5-6. D3 "geklebt" col. 
2, D4 -Morter. OS page 3 I'me 9 

claim 13 SCO D4 col. 3 lines 32-45 and col. 4 lines 5-8 

claim 14 see D4 grooves between bumps 22' and 23\ Figures and coT. B lines 33-37 



3.5 



3.6 



Moreover, D5 describes a method according to independent clann 17 and wHh the additk>nal features 
of claims 18 and 1 9 (see especiaity page 3 lines 8-1 0 and page 2 last two paragraphs). Such a 
method is also known from D6 (see col. 3 lines 32-48) and D8 (see coL 7-8). 

Finally, a pack of tiies with tiling guides according to claim 1 is also described in any of the afore 
i'lSied documents. Therefore, the subject-matter of claim 20 is not novel. 



iNVENnVE STEP ( AimcLE 33 (3) PCT) 

4. The subject-matter of any of claims 6 and 15 does not involve an inventive step: 

4.1 The additk)nal feature of claim 6 is merely one of several possibilities from which the skilled person 
would select, in accordance with circumstances and on the basis of his expert knowledge, without the 
exercise of inventive skill in order to allow grout to key into the guide according to D3-D8. 

4.2 The tile engaging sides of the guhie according to D3 (see Rgure 1) or D4 (col. 5 lines 54-57) subtend 
an angle witti the surface. The additional features of dependent claim 15 consist In the choice of a 
particular angle from a limited range of possibilities, and it is clear ttiat this could be arrived at by 
routine tral and error or by applicatton of normal design procedures. 

Industrial Appucation (Article 33 (4) PCT) 
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5. The subject-matter according to any of claims 1-15 and 1 7*20 Is industnally applicable. 
Re Item Vn 

Certain defects in the international application 

6. Claim 6 coniains a reference to the description and the drawings (see expression "T-shaped cross 
section 91 According to Rule 6.?(a) PCT, claims should not contain such references except where 
absolutely necessary, which Is not the case here. In fact, reference sign 91 shall be placed In 
panMltheses (Rule 6.2(b) PCT). 

7. According to the requirements of Rule 1 0.2 PCT, the termfaiology and ttie signs shall be consistent 
throughout the cq^pltoatfon. This roqulremant is not met In view of the use of reference srgns 16A-1 6B 
(see claims 7-8) and 16A-15B (see Rgure 7 and page 6 lines 25-26) for the same feature. Note also 
that roferertce signs ISA and 1 6B do not appear in the descriplkm and in the drawings. 

ReltemVIB 

Certain observations on the Internationai appRcation 

a. In independent claim 17, the expression "a tiling guide of the type specified herein above" lacks 

clarity because it Is not dear whether the wording "herein above" refers to any of claims 1-1S or to 
the description. 

9. The expression "as described by the appended claims" should be added in the description, page 6 
line 28. to avoid an ejq^ansion of the extent of protection in some vague and not precisely defined 
way (PCT-Guidelbies, III, 4-3a and 6-5). 
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(57) Abstract: A tiling guide (1) 
to aid the placement of tiles on to 
a surface comprises an elongate 
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fixing means (12) to secure the 
guide (1) to a surface. The guide 
(1) is provided with a ridge (3) 
against which a tile can be aligned* 
and is so sized as to be obscured 
from view following conventional 
grouting. The ridge (3) may be 
provided with a series of cut-outs, 
and preferably has a castellated 
sh^ to enable the guide (1) to 
be rolled up during storage and 
transportation. Fixing means (12) 
is preferably in the form of a layer 
of adhesive protected prior to use 
by a peelable paper strip (1 1). 
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